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place wlwre buying a quart of milk is 

exhilarating must be a corner of paradise. 

Such .is southwest Cork. I know this part 

of Ireland because my wife and I own a 

cottage in fann eotmtry not far from there. 

The villages ligure in our lives as part of 

our daily routine, and as sueh have trans

formed our attitude toward everyday expenenees. 

We go to the villages for the same reasons that 

people have f(n· centuries: to buy food, enjoy grog in 

·he locals, encounter new faees, do emmds, and 

.·.'.<~::;.. ''·:-) 
' In County Cork, village 

newcomers aud 
oldllmers are 
repainting and 

updating the timeworn 
face of Ireland. Far 

left, lop to bollom: The 
lraclHional hand

painted sign atop a 
Sklbbereen carpenter 
shop; Rosscarbery's 
gas dealer lbolllecl 

Jltopane Is 
used lor cooking and 
for heatlug cottages 
buiH before central 
healing); finishing 

touches for I he newly 
reuovated Carbery 

Arms Hotel In 
Rosscarbery. Near left: 
DespHelhe Invasion of 
a large supermarket 

chain, the conter 
grocery Is alive and 

well In Sklbbereeu. 

have the odd bit of friendly conversation. Our out

ings are not necessarily exotie. If some villages lure 

us beeause we are in quest of the petfeet local goat 

cheese, oak-smoked wild salmon, or homemade 

fresh sage sausages, others attrad us because we 

need a doetor, a repainnan for a tire puncture, or a 

souree for laundry soap. What we have discovered 

in southwest Cork is that such ordinary events can 

be special. It is as if people have made up iheir 

minds that they are not going to waste a single 

opportunity to extol the simple wonders of life itself. 



WHh the spltll of an 
old motile! town adapting 

to new ways, Schull's 
harlequin facades mix 

cheerfully with Floh, Fords, 
and the occa9lonal 

delivery van labovelefll. 
Above rfglrl: Adele's coffee· 

house In Schull. 

Consider an outing to the main 
square of tl1e town of Hosscnrhery. 
Rosscnrbery is where our family 
llflllnlly goes to swim nl tlw Oat sandy
head! cnllcd The Warren, frmm~d by 
cliffs and fneing n calm inlet off tl1e 
Atlantic, or to fish off the pier at the 
estuary. Out this time tlnec of us WNc 
hc£Hiing to the doctor's nff11~e. Our 
tlaughtcrs, nges 5 and 6, nntl I hnd 
ferocious, iutructnhle red spots <~over

ing our torsos. As Irish as we try to l1e in lrclnnd, we luul nlrendy 
cnllctl our dol:lor hnck in Connecticut to figure out whieh nf the doz.en 
pills mul ointments we always travel with might do the triek, hut the 
spots luul simply grown wider n~~tl angrier looking dny nflcr tiny. We 
deeidccl we needed local help. In despair I hntl tung (the word 
"t~nllcd" suggests n social visit, not n teh!plume conncetion, in lre
lmul) an aequainlrmee whose pronle typifies the inhnhitnnts of the 
n.•giou: n distinguished London doctor, now retin!d, who tlividcs his 
time !Jetween Sussex nud an elegantly proportioned Georgian form
house overlooking an ernpty hay a mile away (rom one of the Cm-k 
villnf!;<~s. There wa~ n good <loetur in Rosscnrhery, he explained, nnd I 
<liolcd tl1e necessary rive digits. Nothing more is needed for loenl 
phone calls. As for mailing mldresses, lrelnnd is the only plnee I know 
of in \Vel'\tcrn Eurnpe where zip ctilles have yet to rear their awkward 
hemls (nhhough they're beginning lo slww up in Duhlin). 

We were covered with those ghostly spots for n very un-lrish reason; 
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on n cl1illy day, we hnd swum in n IJCntcd snltwnh:r pnnl. Set 1 

ruses, <lnhlins, mul hyndnths in a hillside gnnlcn nvcrlnnkil 
yaeht-llllcd lmrhur, it hclongs to nn lrish-Anwd(~Oll tyenon wi 
pnlntinl ah{)(le and n taste fur Los Angeles. After our dip, we s 
::;omc time in his Jaem~z.i~o word that grtins <:nnshlernhle dumn \ 
Raid with n \Vest Cutk accent. We didn't kunw thNc waRn mnlf 
lion in the filter system, and some highly unfriendly hn('teria 
thriving. So lwre we were spending n vneation morning en mule It 
doctnr'FO, fndng tlw unknown just when we were ernving fumilin 

n the plume the nurse hn1l said thPre was no ~ueh thing 11 

appointment. Onee the doctor was in after Iris hm1s1~ f 

surgNy would he (lfW11 on n llrRt-ennw-rirRI-served lmsis. 
wonl "surgery" lmd imhwr.d a twinge nf terror, lmt th 
remembered that il is synonymous with "dodor's offh:e" il 
fhitish Isle::;.) At fin1t I hated the idea of not being nhle tu 
precise time, bnt then I remcmheretl nil thn.<>c eniiR to do 
hn<"k in the Stutes, where one is generally told that two w 

henec is nhsnlutely tlte enrli«~st possibility. And so I fell that m 
"no appointments" wns n good system after nil. You ennnnt e 
pinpoint a meeting time iu rmal Cork nnywny: the road::; nrc Inn ' 
hloeked h)' herds nf <:ows l1eing tnoved from pnsturc to pnstm 
brought into the barn for milking. There is ahm something fairer r 
firsl-eorne-first-servc1l~ we nil hnve our inuncdiutc ttel'dR nml 1ln 
to neknnwl1:dgc cv<~ryone dse'R hy wniting mtr turn. lrelnnd lw: 
lenst hiernrehieul soeiety I hove ever ctwmmh!Tf~<l;- , 

The tmrsc npologiz.etl to me for the mnntllll of work Rhe nsk1~d 1 



,,_.:__:._~.· 

i<· . ·. 

do onee my dnugl1ters null I anivecl. The travail consisted of writing 
our ncldrcss nnd three nmnes on a hlnnk piece of paper. Wl1en I told 
h~r nlwut the paperwork nt doctor visits hack home, she was properly 
urnuzed. "Dcu:tor11 would st:e us in uhoul an hour, she said; of course, 
we enulcl gu nut nnd then return, now that we were registered. 

ff we went. The girls skipped along us we lwnded through the 
muin S<lllnre uf Hoss-luculs drop the "curhery" when speak
ing nf the town-ami down the hill townnl mu fnvnrite hutch
cr. We wnlke~l past tiH! haml-pninted slwp signs, pieture-lmuk 
stnn~fnmts, nml small plaster hnuscs-pnintecl mugentu, 
c:reum, uquu, unci lenum yellow-that are endemic~ to the 
n~ginn. The few people who pussed us gave dwery hellos. We 
wutdu:cl the huteher c:ul us some chops uf lcu:ul mnunluin 

lmnh. I told hhn how good our frce-nmge chieken luul hccn u few 
nights curlier us he filled n hag wilh pens tlutt had heen pieked thut 
morning. We discussed the relative merits nf "green" (fresh) or 
}llllokt~tl rnslwrs mul uptecl for the smoked version of that thit~k-t~Ut, 
irrcsistihly salty, riehly fluvoretl hot:on. lluek on the S<(llute we lumght 
huncllincs fur mtwkerel fishing, knowing that we migl1t fill n hucket 
witl1 tlwse fish in un hour if we found the right spot in our bout that 
uflcrnuon. Then we stoeked up on l1enltby wlwlemeal hiscttits, u new 
type of Cncllmry choeolatc hazelnut t:ookie, nnd some paeknged Duteh 
uluwnd eakes that rivul the freshc~st firwncierj in Paris. 

\V~ were doing these errunds within just a few miles, in tliffercnt 
<lir-et:tinus, uf two fine stnne eirclc:s where our pretlet:essors rcgulurly 
ussemhlt:cl ewer four milltmniu ugo. The prec:ise rcusons they met ut 

these plnc:es remnin unknown, hut 
clen.-ly they too sought some of tl1e of
ferings of n community nnclthe compa
ny uf some fellow Homo snpiens. 

Through the cool fresh air we re
tumcclto the cloetor's. We hut! ten min
utes to go until the hour would be up. I 
must ndmit that in the wailing room 1ny 
high spirits ttguin gnve way to fear. We 
were packecl in tight with mothers with 
infnnts in arms, rugge(l fishermen, nnd 

O'SuHivans hove run 1M 
butcher shop In Ballydellob 

village for &enetotlons; omen 
the current fomHy head, 

Cornelius O'Sullivan, 
Inherited the business thirty 

years ogo, he moved R to 
this fonne< hordwa,. sto,. 

buiR In the 1840.. 

people so old uml wizctu:tl one wondered huw they <~oulcl walk. The 
smell of lnuns und ficlcls that I love in other pluc:es begun to get to me 
in this suppnseclly hygienic setting. lind the tnedienl profession heunl 
of untihioties lwre? Would we be nying lwme on nn emergency return 
two tlnys henee? 

Preeisely one hour ufter the nurse hncl suid "an hour," we were 
sumtnOIICtl in, much to my umuzement since I lmve never in my entire 
life gnne to un American tloctor who suw me when his nurse said he 
would. Onee in tl~e examining room I felt great relid at tl1e sight of 
cliplomus fwm various hospituls ami universities in Dublin. And then 
one of the friendliest, gentlest men I have ever met began to chat with 
the girls and usk why we were there. lie warmly congratulatetl them 
on knowing their own hittlttlnys and enunciating them so clearly. He 
engaged in n profound discussion with Lucy, born on Oc.toher 28, 
nhout the differences IJel\VeNi Irish and American llulloweens. When 
I told Churlutte she should ~nil him "Dod or Burke," he snitl, "or 
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Doctor IJnn if you prpfpr." 
Sinrc at hom~ I grow ff'vPrish 
ovpr doctor~ who mldrPs~ lllf' 

hy fits! nanw nnd introduf'f~ 

tlwmsf'IVI~~ as "Doctor ... " 
with tlwir Ia~! tHIITH'.", this wn~ 
n hig point in Ids favor. Chnr

lott~ ~nid slw would lib~ to 
call him "Dot'lor !'nul" lw
causr hf' looked lib-. lwr pin no 
IPachrr namPrl Paul, nnd lw 
snid thnt would lw finp. In 
lii!IP time hP ktww a gn·nt 

dPal about our livp.c; IH1Ih in 
lrelnnd niH! AmPri{'n, fHHI Wf' 

nhottl hi~. Mnn·nvPr, lw f'olllfl 

dingnose n hn('lf'rinl inff't'lion 

ns wt•ll ns nnyntw, knf'w ex
nnd Rntihistmnitws f'fl('h nf us should tnkr·, 

wtoif' !llf'sf·riptinns for tho~~ and for n salvP, and Jr-.d us lmck to 

pPtff·d l)(>nlth. 

Tlw "dwmis!." n two tllinulf' walk away nnd locnh'd lwhind n shop 

r)(lll( nul or a lli('kf'n~ now· I, apologized thnt lw would nrf'd ahnut kn 
tttinu!Ps to pn'JHllf' thf' ptPscriptions. Fight minutPs ln!Pr Wf' Wf'n• on 

our wny. And lntf't tltnl dny, n.<> I wnlkrrlmy favoritf' pa~lltrf's alot1g tlw 

Pdgr of thf' srn, and viewed nn untouc\wd lnnd~rnpe of slnrtling 

!wanly, still lnnkin~ ns i! must hn\'f' two hundred f'f'llllllit•s n~o, I 

?11 r.!lflOPf.\N TRA\'f(, A !.IFF ~F]'TF.Mflf:R \9')1) 

n·alizPd that it ;, Ill on• thnn tom ist 

si~hts t\wt nltrnf'l lllf' to thf' hmhot 

town~ of thf' rq~ion I hnvf' rhosf'll ns my 

.Sf'l'ntHl lumw. Wlwn· elsf' might 1 rf•pJ 
so <·lwt•JPd up hy n visit to tiH' dodor? 
WhPH' <'Is<' do I ndotT \wing SPill In hny 

"kitchPn pnpn" {pnpn tO\\'f'ls), _iu.q\ so 
thnt I f'Jlll hn·atlw in tlw vanilla Slllf'li or 
Fortllllf''s Shop and talk nhout f'hangPs 

in tlw w1·ntlu•r? WhPn' f•lsf' an· tlw 

Joads linf'd with fnf'hsia llf'dg,•.<>, tlwir 

h\o.qsntns IHtllging down likf' gaudy min

iatUJP H·d lanlf>rns all sumnwr long? 
Tlw.qf' villngp,; Hrf' all silllJliP C~>nr

gian fnl'nd1•s, Cothic ah\wy"-, nnd mill's 

of farmland rolling lwhind. Unknown 
pi1s~t·rshy r·nn makf' you frt·l like old 
rtif'nds lwlf'. And if St\('h qnnlitif'S pn-

£nch hou!e on 
CourtmAc!;hetry's main 
has 8 sen view fahove!. I 

The town's: pos:tml~re 
Demle Brickley, with I 

Rrnnrldsugfrtel11 l.orrshu 

Ollvl•. For tho ln.t el•• 
yeo~us, the post office t 
occupied her front pari 

Oppo•lte, lop lo hollonr: 

Onollc con •1111 he hear 

the •hop• nnrl puh• r 
Courtmncshetry, pllrt ol 

W.,l Cork GaeffAcht, 

GMIIc·•r••klng nrer 

vndf' tlw tf'girm, Nwh town has mnits nil its own. 

CnnsidPr Sr·\11111. It i~ lrwnkd nt t\w point whf•rf' t\w hi 

lllll\llllains in tlw atf'H SWf'f'[l into Honringwatn nay. TIH' viii 

flagslnllf' a\lr•yways are linrd with gnod pniiN)' and nntiqucs sl 

Tllf' narrow sln•f'l thnt winds uphill thrnngh tlw f'rnh'r of tm 

packl•d wi1h nif'f' li1tif' ~Inn·~. 01w small f,tfH'f'l}' mighl oHf'r h 

mndP IPnlnll r•utd nnd npplf• hnns. whih• HtlOIIH•J f,·nllltf'S lm·n\\u 

And 1\wn thPrt' i~ thf' FnrlntJm & Mason of tlw tf•gion: a ,_Jwp i 
f'f'lllf'l nf ~dnlll call I'd Tlw Cnmtyanl. l!s fnnnhoust• dH'f'Sf'S frotr 



mw town almw itu:ltuh: tlu: ltanl mul tnsty (;uhrid nnd tlw rich, 
~wmisort Cubht·t'll. It~ hu~ntl is nuule in n h.-iek sh:um ovt:ll fudetl by 
nml. Its 01 ~nn ically ~ruwn vq~dahles un: supplied hy fmnu:rs who nn: 
nwmht•Js of tht• Soil Assut:iatin11, whidt lllt:mts tlwir gnnmtiiHlH lwt:ll 
dc•an·tl of aclclitivt·s; it even ltns urga11h~ wint·s, in ncltlition to an nrray 
of goml Fn:nc·h vintagt~s. 

·• 11 Svhull you l'Hil uhtnin c:mnputc:r st:rvit:t:s, foot masstti-W unci 
rdlc·.xology, unci V it-tell ian In ie-n-lmu:. A uti wlu:n yon an: 
tluottgh, you would dn wdl tu slop nt Atlde's untl takt: ynur 
d10i<T of "llt:vonshirt~ splits; lutttedly eukes; t:renm tnul jntn 
SI'UIII'S; tlntlllll j,, HJIJIIt:, or gnosdwrry lltrt; IIJIJIIt: SJIIIIIW:; dwstc:r 
c·akc·; Vit·nnc:st: finw:ts; Clud!-wtl buns; priory bh11:uits; or fuiry 
t·akt·s (t'IIJH'akt$)-it•t:cl tuul suhann." Wnsh tlwm tlnwn with 

_ so11w ln:ll'ing lt:a. Anti if you tu:t:tl tlu: lou, don't miss tlu: duuu:t: 
tc1 ust~ one• that hns a dnw-fnul hatl1t11h in il mul nvt:tlouks u sluh:
tooft·d stotH' hatn and tlw Sl'll nl Hunringwnh:r Buy. 

( h chop into a pult for <I Smithwit-ks ht~t·r nucla crnh smulwit:h. That 
might IH' llw JH:ded thing if y()u hnve just come in !"rom u day un Ch!ar 
Island. If alter 11 ft~w lmuts nf t•xplurntion on Cnpe Clenr urn hikt~ in 
tlw mountains it is tlu: udvuntngc:s of t:i"ilizatiun tiiHt yuu want, you 
c()uld nnl do mw·lt ln~llt•r thun in this sn~t~ll villtt!-(1:. 

A lt~w milt·s from Sdmlllit:H Hallytldltlh. Otwe 1111 1111 t·enh:t for the 

~~·~ion, it no icmw:r lm~ ns ninny pnlh~rit:s nnd weavt:rs us Sdutll tww 
lms, hut tlu~ rond tlwi slopt:s through tlu: c:t~IJit:r nf town is still t:ye
t·nlt'hin~. \\'t·ll-ddiu(:tl ns it in hy two wws nf lunulsnmt: "up-fnmt" 
plnslt•r houst•s. Tlw.•w an: painlt'.tl in pnlt: hltu~ wilh th:t:p-hlw: trim, 



,,.Jln,, w!tlr dnrk f,tnlll\, :r ~ca-fnnrn ~11'1'11 willr whik, ~olid pink, "' 
!11:tf!;'''l!n. :~nd t!w twl·;r~inn:d whih'. Shop ~if!;ll~ atf' hand painlr·d in 

!rndi!illll:rlf,·!!•·ring: Tl!\ fn1nri!P j-.; nt O'Sullivan. IIU:II CI.,\SS \'11:111!\1.~ 

11:11. 11ltn"'' c.:ig11 pntlt:J\'-' :t firu-lnnkin1~ ~lf't•t. n lamh. mula pig llf'XI 

In t!u· 11nrd·" :td'''11i·,inr 1!wir lmtdH'!f'd IIH'HI. 

1 
1 

rnrn l{niJ,rldtuf, ,,,, t·:m n·adr tlw rntlwt latgf' ltadmt town of 

ll:rltittt•Ht· f,_, ,ftj,irtg n!tHI~ tlu· t'\Tr witl,•rring ff,·n ltivPr in tlw 
c.::rnw dirrTiion ib o...:drnnn tab• In lf':wh till' ~r·:L This will l:tkl' 

\<lll pn..;l rnw·" nf ptiiJllt· lon~r·sllili· multlnonglt 1111' riding-ln-1111'

ltnrmd~; t'llttn!n ,,f ~nnw!\ illr· und Ho~s. antlmr~ of Srmu· /•;.\lll'li

,.111'1'~ of 1/11 !ri•h !? . . 11. Ynm rir•\\ will suddt·nl~· njll'll In a 
~,,,,.,·ping h:n h:nrwd in ft·ttilf' t·nrnrltysidr·. l'asl all i\')'-1'0\'f'll'd 

-..!ntH' ( :ntltit· tnin i·; tlw lnwn j1ir·r with old wnodr·n fishing I rna!~ 
,[,,.-k,.,J :1! it. ntlll "'ITIII' itnlil''"';j\'1' vnt·hts mnflll''l no! fm ln·ymul. 

I''" I'll'-'\ c.:ltf''''" ;ltt' p:H kr·d 11ilh di~ltadinns In lmtnlll tlw vi~itors 
,!f ,f 1l11•~··· \:t•·hlc.:. 'llwtt' ;n•· pnJ,s. gift ~l111ps. a111l fir~l-talf• ll'~lall

r:ntl'-'. II ~dndl :utd ILr!hd··hnh m .. lrnh..; f111 mli~ans anrltlwit fmrs. 

tlw 'lit·ttiJ·lt· r,f till' l!:dtim"ll' r·o.;fnhlislmwllls looks In lrP for tlu• mnsl 
r•:ltl ,,,,. Ftq . .;li·.dt l'ljltilnlt·trl ld tiH· Nnttltlf'kf'l sl'l. /IIIII tlw IIIIH'Ililit·s 

:u•· ·-rril;d,!, l'n·dt. 

Noll 1;11 It ntH tlw pir·r \nit 11ill ~IT signs lnt Miss )n.wl'hint', tlu· krry 

In :--;!wrl.itt J..;Jnnd. •\ tim ~lntlf' building tlf'mhy l10usr·~ n slutp with 

!'n!IJ·tl rn:t•lr· on f:lcnt 1-.lnnd n111l ~;wf•alf•ts WOITil nn Slwrkin. For all 
1\u· lti~-dt '-'lll'<ll'''" ,,,. lt:l\1' k11nwn. tlwst• Slwrkin !~land mws 1111' 

11 itltn111 1 i~:rl. ~bdr· itt snit. tlril'k l>mwgal won Is, tlu•y Hlf' tit·!tl~· 

1 nlnH·d. llw ,1,-,.p LJq,·-.. f!,.,.k,·d in ptttp!t•, lllf' gtf't'll~ Ht'l'l'llkd hy 

("'' I I If! lf'l I'> 111 II I I ,\ 1 Ill 'I 1'1 I Ill! I II 1'''"1 

!tint~ of nirnmn. Awl tlwy un• ~tylt·d lrand~ol!lf'ly. with :t vmit·ly t 
llf'f'klirws mul in ~nnw in~tarwt·~ dmnning lmtul-painkd IHJI!ons. "' 
lt·:Hill'd thBttlu·v Hll' sold only in thi~ ~1111tll rnnm. HI f'IHII fairs, mul i 
l.owlnn. wlwrt· otw pil'ltllf'!'> tlwm in lt spiffy Slo:IIH' Sllf'f'l lmutiqrw. 

fm ntH' would tnllwr l!y tlwm on in BHhinmH', with jr·atr~ sli~htly filn 

ltnlll ~I'll spt:ry. 

Tlu• f'mnrrwtcial f'f'llli't nf tlw 11·~ion is Skih!H'II'I'II. ~loll' tlrnll 

\'illaf~l', itoflt·t~ f'\'f'l"}'!hing from II IH'W SllfH'IIIHIIkf'l In H Wf'f'kfy f'ltftl 

mrdiorr, gqncl harclwnrf' sluti'S, n hikl' shop, lumks, Hnd lwlf'k ·n 
lflllfls ftolll s .. lntll Hl!d BHIIyd,·lroh, Bahimort', Hlld Hussl'miH·ry :r 
nrii\Ttgl' tlwtl', as dm·s tlw 101111' to C:as!lf'lownslwnd. a dllagt· tit: 

nsl'd on!) In Jll'tlllil l·:nglish jll'nplt· hr•yorul it:-> gall'~ llllfl tlwt n·nrains 

huh nf Enf!;lish I iii· in tlw tl'~ion. Castldowtrslwnd is anollwr of tlw~ 
ltislt villagt·s tllllllf'\'olvt·mainly mnt1111l a sinf!;lt· slt•t•p hilly sln·f'l. ht 
lww. in :tddition lo tlu• nsunl plaslt·r lmiltlinf!;:->. you'll fitul l111l 

lintlw!f•d ltni!St':-> that you would 1111111' lik1·ly f'XJII'f'l In Sf'!' in (hfi,ll 

~lriw. and C:t·orgian l:lllli~ltls ovl'!" till' do111s of Jl•dluil'k rfw,·llinw 

Tltr· ltw:riJH!Jlltl:rlion nftt·n f'flitsisls nf 1-:tonnHflllmrnw lyJH'~ t·urlitt 

tllf'ir k:r~·ab from 1111' lrnrlror nl llw lmsl' of tlw 10ad. or lamili1 
ltailf•Jing tlwir snillmnls lu·hillrl f'pugt'lll wagons with ntitish plnlf·~ 

You'll also f'IH'0\11111'1 111011' 1111'11 in 1'11111 muf tit• 111td IIIOII' \1'1!1!11'11 i 
flm\'l'lt'd d11·ssl'S tlmn in 1111' otlll'r lnwns :ttullnd. Tu Sf'l' a ~m:rll pari 

or Jll'opfp f':Utyiltg siln•r saiJin~ llnphif•s and taJkillf.!; 1ik1• !-;pf•dulots: 

Asr·ot is Ito! lllli!SIIlll nn H midsllllllllf'l nht•tnoon. 

In till' al!'H Sli!IOIIIHiin,~ ca~llf'lownslwllll, tlw f~a!f·s Hlld IHWflS IIIII 

tf'lllirHI yn11 of (;tl'f'ttwidr {f:omwdictJI, tlurl is) nr lln1·~ly Ifill" 111111 

tlwn nun! lll'lmul. And wht'n till' p!·npf,. who livr• down lnltg dri\'1'\\liY 



lwyntul 1110:-il! w•tes usc: thdr titlc:s-lu: they 
(;t!IIIHIII <:uunksHt:s ur Hussinll Pritkt!S
tlwy'n! fur tt~ul. But gu anntiH!r tnile uml 
you'll lind u \'t!r)' cliffc!rc:nl furm uf dvilizn
tion. Culh·d Kntwkdnlln Fmt, it c:vukc:s the: 
mll'iPnl past ns powt'tfully ns tlu: Eg)•ptiun 
l))'llllllitls alltl lt!c:Uu lttins. Y111t slt~ntlcl l11: 
Sill I! In statui iusiclt! tiJis HIIIIH' wnll-~ouu~ H 
fl'd thil'k and ,I fc·t'l llil-ilt-llmt n!Hkes u 
l'iH·I" about 9S fc!t'l in clinuwkr. On n dc~ar 
day it ull'c•Js H vic•w ovN tlw hiiii!·J-:11'1'11 Atlnu
lit· and alon~ 1111~ ,.Jifli;- mul hdunds uff tlw 
I'IHISI, or in tlw opposih' cliH•f•linn ov1:t VUHI 
1'\p:CIISI'S of paldtwlllkf•d f"atmlnnd to tilt! 
lllllltlll<lills lll'hincJ S1·hu!l. 

owk tlunu~h Skilllll'll'l'll, you c:an 
pic·k up 1111' l'llacl In Hus~wmlu•t-y. 
Ftnlll tlwtc· you c·mt ~olluough Clona
killy In tlu: pc~llinsulll wlw11~ tlw vil
lagc·s of Timolt·H~tll~ ancl t:11111 tnutc:~heny um lcwah~cl. Timu
h·agtw ltus tlw ~IH!dHc·ulnr ruins uf n Fnuudst:nll frim-y started 
in I :J 12 tnul mniuly huill in tlu: sixkenth t:c:nlury by the 
Bishnp nf Hoss. Toe lay tlu~ frinry is u clnunutil: series nf slum: 

Cnthic· mdll's, and tlw mnply fiums uf tUIIIUW puintc:cl wind11ws upc:n 
!11 \Jw sky llllilllll· SIIIIIHIII!Jing 111111:-dws. (;111\'I!IJ Hlain:tlHl!S Jetul nnJy In 

<~it. l.nnk up tlw sl~t~rl uf tlw town mul ynu will Ht:c: 11 du:ulm- nju:niug 
llwl unc·c· snppcnkd H dunw but huh!)' yidds sky amlu thit:k grnwth of 
gt;css and ivy. Tinmlt·nJ4tlt: also hus some: n·nuwm:d eustlc: ganlc:ns
•p•ilc· lotnwl. witlt lu:mttifttl lnwtts mul flowc:r lu:tls. In sc:nson, tlw 
vc·gl'lnJ,Ic·s mul culmful swc:c:t Jwm.; mtrltm:cl tlu:n: me fot· Hale. 

Follow a wiluling tolliiHinug tlw lmy wht!TI! yuu might Hl!t! kingfish~ 
!'IS, l'OIIIICIIHIIIS, !IIIII swuns, mul )'IHI willtl!llt'lt c:nutiiiHU'Hiwny. This 
villagc· lc·t•ls like· tlw c~ncl of tltn \vud,l, hut its slucc:u lwu~c:s, ull in u 
cmv fal'in~~ tlw sc·a, hnvt• dalmmtc: JH:clinumts unci quoins mul ornate 
wc1mlc·tt wintlow ftumc·s tlmt mukc! tlww look vc:ty url,utw. 'l'hc~w aw 
1'\TI)clay slllljls ;uul tlu· 1111111' tc·fint!tl (;ultlc:ll 111u:nsunt, whew ynll 

might ;wcl'cill' duthing hy lt~·lantl's lop cl,·signms, l>niii:~HIIwt:c:ds ttiHI 
tmusual linc·11 swt•alt'rs, multnulitiouul Irish gifts. Must signs nn: first 
in t:at·lic-, 1111'11 1-:n~~lish; CUIHT MIIIC SIIEM'ItAIHII/OtFIC: AN I'IIOIST is 
!lw Lotllhllal'slwny l'ost Olfit·c:. To gd your mail lwn: wuulcl lu: to 
know cbily plc·;•sute; c,f ruH: magit·. ~ 

English expahiales 
crowd Ca.sllelownshentl 

today, but their new v~ltlde of 
choice Is the saiiiJoal 

lopfJosltel, lnstea.tl of lite 

coach·and-four. Ncatty 

everyone In the noW·Jtcaccful 

port town of Baltimore Iabove 

riglttl claims descent hom 

tl1e villainous seve11leenth· 
century 0'01iscoll phat(ls, 

whoso rulued castle looms 
behlntlllte hn<y fishing 

ltatbor (abovelclll.lefl: 

Waiting far the ten·tnlnule 

fcny rltfc fl om Baltimore 
to Shetkln Island, a 

speck of land V011lllatetl 

mainly by cows. 

umut·t:.\N '111\VI.I .• 'l. utr :-;u•llmll.llt·r~t tut 


